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“To Reform or Not to Reform ? The Presence and the Future of Flemish Education”

Heidi Knipprath

After six years of discussions, the Flemish Government approved last January a plan to modernize

secondary education. The government’s plan has been highly criticized. Those who advocate reform,
believe the government has no real intention to reform. Those who believe the Flemish education
system is already performing well, argue that the government’s plan has set sufficient high goals. In this
presentation | discuss the characteristics of the Flemish education system and make comparisons with
the Japanese education system when possible. In order to show the need to (not) reform, | address two
issues during the presentation: inequality of educational opportunities and the need of graduates in
STEM. STEM is an acronym for science, technology, engineering and mathematics.
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